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I hope you have all had a very good Christmas and New 
Year.  Let’s hope that 2010 will be a good gardening year.  I 
am pleased and honoured to become Chairman this year but 
saddened that it is due to Valerie having to undergo further 
treatment and wish her well. 
 
 
AGM and talk 
 
The AGM was held on 26th October and our President 
Richard Tabor chaired the meeting in Valerie’s absence.  
The Committee was re-elected and we welcome new 
Committee members Diane James, Jackie May and Jane 
Radford.  We are now fortunate in having a full Committee 
of enthusiasts who, I am sure, will put in maximum effort to 
ensure the Society runs smoothly. 
 
After the AGM Mrs Leitchi-Clark gave us very interesting talk 
on plants for autumn colour.  Time only permitted her 
moving through her alphabetical list from A – H, so at a 
future date she could cover I – Z! 
 
The addition to our programme for this year was on 23rd 
November when Tim Winter talked on the subject of 
Woodland Crafts and showed his slides which were copies of 
old postcards depicting our forebears crafting wood for 
innumerable uses.  Questions carried on for some time 
afterwards. 
 

Thanks 
 
Thanks to Valerie Moody for chairing the Committee for 
the past 2 years, and to the Committee who were ably 
supported by the panel of helpers who are always there to 
help with putting out tables and chairs, clearing up and 
the other thankless duties which can go unnoticed.  Our 
website, www.ewhursthortsoc.org.uk , which provides 
everyone with up to date information is expertly run by 
Miles Thompson. 
 
Obituary 
 
Vera McQuire of Plough Lane, Ewhurst, sadly passed away 
on 20th November at the age of 92.  Vera and her late 
husband Geoff were great supporters of the Society and 
after Geoff passed away in the early 90’s Vera joined the 
Committee and carried on until 2007 when she was made a 
life member.  As Jane Gibson recalls “I will remember all 
the giggles and laughs we had together . . . either doing 
the teas or selling bedding plants.  I know I will never be 
able to do mental arithmetic as fast as she could!  I will 
not forget the huge quiches she made for the quiz evening.  
I am pleased I had the opportunity of knowing her.” 
 
Programme for 2010 
 
The New Year kicks off with our Annual Buffet Quiz on 
Monday, 18th January in the Glebe Centre.   Andrew Lock 
will test your horticultural knowledge with a light-hearted 
(?) quiz and we are promised a delicious supper.  Tickets at 
£8.00 each are limited so do contact Margaret Lockwood 
early on 277541. 

This year we can look forward to the usual 3 shows with 
the Summer Show being combined with the Ewhurst 
Carnival.  The Spring Show will be held on Saturday, 27th 
March in the Village Hall so check that your daffodils are 
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Tim Winter showing a slide from his unique collection of 
postcards depicting the timber industry of the late 19th & 

early 20th century 



on their way up and start practising your 
baking skills! 
 
Our first talk of the year will be on Monday, 
1st February, at 8 pm in The Glebe Centre on 
the subject of Primroses and Polyanthus from 
Elizabethan times to Gertrude Jekyll.  Mr 
Yates will illustrate his talk with slides. 
 
On Monday, 1st March, our talk will be by Mrs 
Doris Smallwood on the subject of Container 
Planting for All Seasons and this will be a 
practical demonstration so come early to get a 
good seat! 
 
Raffles 
 
We hold a raffle at each talk and show and you 
can easily show your support for the Society by 
donating prizes and buying raffle tickets.  
Please contact John Dyball on 271812 if you 
would like any prizes collected. 
 
Discount on Seed and Potato Orders 
 
Jenny Elms is again co-ordinating the Society’s 
bulk order for seeds from the Suttons 
catalogue.  Catalogues and order forms are 
available from the Society’s box outside 
Malricks, The Street, Ewhurst, or by contacting 
Jenny at seeds@hortsoc.org.uk .  Please leave 
your order with payment through the letterbox 
of Malricks.   
 
Seed potatoes can also be ordered through the 
Society until 9th January by contacting Jenny. 
 
 
2010 Show Schedule 
 
We enclose the Show Schedule so you can plan 
your growing season to aim at entering a 
bumper number of classes this year.  Please 
look through the 3 show programmes to see 
what you can grow, bake or photograph. 
 
Silver Cup 
 
This cup which is awarded annually at the 
Autumn Show for the best exhibit in Section II 
(Flowers and Pot Plants) has worn out and has 
been replaced by a new cup to fit the existing 
base.  The new cup has been most generously 
donated by Ken and Marie Dilley and will be 
known as the Dilley Cup.  Thank you Ken and 
Marie. 
 
 
 

Annual Subscription 
 
The subscription for 2010 is still just £3.00 per 
family payable in January and will be collected 
at the same time as this newsletter is 
delivered. 
 
 
Email newsletters 
 
If any members would like to receive their 
newsletter by email to save on paper/shoe 
leather/postage please send your email 
address to newsletter@ewhursthortsoc.org.uk 
or phone John Dyball on 271812 (evenings) 
 
Finally 
 
I should just like to congratulate our team of 
Richard Tabor, Andrew Lock and Hilary Pannell 
for winning 1st place and a beautiful silver cup 
in the Surrey Horticultural Federation Quiz at 

Cobham in October.  They also won a very 
creditable third place for their display of 
produce.  Well done! 
 
I will finish with a joke found on another 
gardening club’s website: 
 
A toddler was found chewing on a slug.  After 
the initial surge of disgust, the parent said, 
“Well, what does it taste like?”  “Worms” was 
the reply. 
 
Happy Growing for 2010! 
 
John Dyball 
Chairman 


